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Abstract 
 This research project explored the question ~  

      “HOW CAN I USE THE IPAD TO ENHANCE LITERACY DEVELOPMENT 

        IN CHILDREN AT BOTANY DOWNS KINDERGARTEN?”,  
 

 From it came a deeper personal understanding around how iPad’s 

     foster literacy 
 

 The positive contribution iPad use had to childrens learning. 

 A common viewpoint that iPad was particular beneficial to building  

      childrens social skills.  

 That literacy enhancement , through the iPad , extended social skills 

      and fostered oral literacy. 
 

 Providing a heightened awareness and recognition that on-going professional 
development in iPad technology has important implications in enriching 
literacy. 
 

 Greater personal insight to literacy as a common thread throughout all 
elements of childrens learning (Botany Downs Kindergarten, n.d.) 

 

 



Introduction 
It is the responsibility of educators to integrate 

information technologies (ICT) into their curriculum in 

which to prepare children for technology in the future 

(Hutchison, Beschorner & Schmidt-Crawford, 2012; Oldridge, 2007).  

 

The iPad, rich in digitally interactive applications, has a 

valuable role in the literacy classroom. These 

applications enhance children’s learning opportunities by 

providing them with important new literacy skills that 

are interrelated with 21st-century technologies. 

 



Why ACTION RESEARCH? 
 Action research was chosen as it best 

supported the three-week time frame for 
this research project, as well as having the 
flexibility for on-going evaluations during 
the course of the project. 

 

  Action research provided a sense of 
empowerment through opportunities for 
reflective professional development that 
transformed my personal practice. 

    (Robert-Holmes, 2011).  

 

 

 



Participants 

  All four teachers partook in my research 

project, providing a broad range of opinions, 
levels of knowledge and views on literacy and 
iPad use within the kindergarten environment. 

    (QUESTIONNAIRES AND VERBAL DISCUSSIONS)  

 

 Data was gathered on literacy learning and 
iPad use from children’s portfolio’s and blog 
website entries. 

    (DOCUMENTED DATA ANALYSIS) 



Findings 

The use of the  

iPad of Practice 

 



From a Teacher Perspective 

All teachers discussed children have the freedom 
to choose the pre-loaded games they play ~ 
these support a range of learning areas 
including literacy, fine motor & problem solving 
skills and team work. 

 
Teachers used the iPad for skyping, movie-
making, documentation, news-clips and sharing 
with the children. 

 



DOES THE IPAD PLAY A POSTIVE 
 CONTRIBUTION TO LEARNING? 

 Encourages teamwork. 

 Valuable for Professional Development.   

 Parents contribute ideas for Apps. 

 Enhancing teacher practice.  

 Opportunity for children to discover technology.  

 iPad provides a different medium to explore with. 

 Valuable mat-time resource. 

 Supports all areas of curriculum. 

 

“ ….. concerns around 

“gaming” on the iPad; was it 

an OK tool for learning? “ 



LITERACY SKILLS DEVELOPMENT  
PRIOR TO THE IPAD? 

 Literacy embedded in centre practice with focus on 
perceptual motor programmes. 

 

 Portfolios encouraged children to share their learning 
~ Oral literacy remains a focus at the centre.  

 

 Story writing and book-making is regularly revisited 
by the children; Encourages expression of ideas and 
sharing the experiences of others. 

 

 Writing for a purpose actively encouraged (signage, 
naming artwork and signing in). 
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What learning areas are 
 supported by the iPad 

Social skills was the learning area teachers believe was best supported by the iPad; 
followed by inclusion, communication and relationship building.  Literacy was viewed by 
teachers as one of the learning areas least supported by the iPad. 



Does the iPad enhance literacy? 



How could teachers enhance  
the use of the iPad as a literacy tool? 

 More literacy-based programmes such as Puppet-Pal. 
 

 Research additional book-making Apps to encourage 
children to verbalise and create their own stories. 

 

 Encouraging children to photographs their own work. 
 

 Develop childrens film-making skills so they can 
direct and film their own stories. 

 

 Develop children skills in iPad use to Skype and email 
family  & friends. 

 

 

“…through ‘ako’ we remain open 

to what the children can teach 

us about the iPad, as they are 

the technology generation“ 

“…important that teachers continue to develop their own 

knowledge around the iPad through professional 

development to enhance literacy opportunities for children” 

 



WHAT DO YOU THINK THE CHILDREN 
BENEFIT MOST FROM THE IPAD? 

 Exposure to technology benefits all aspects of 
childrens learning. 

 

  All teachers stated that the iPad enhanced 

childrens social skills through turn-taking, 
bonding of friendships and sharing of ideas 
with teachers and peers. 

 

 ‘Gaming’ once considered an anti-social 
activity, now believing the iPad enhances 
social interaction and problem-solving skills. 

 
“…children become the holders 

of knowledge or future 

technological developments “ 



Learning Stories linked with iPad use 
 and Literacy Learning 

The majority of learning stories were specific to iPad use with only 25%  being linked 
specifically to literacy learning through the iPad. 



Blog Entries linked with iPad use 
 and Literacy Learning 

The majority of blog entries were specific to literacy leaning, with no entries linked 

specifically to literacy learning through the iPad. 



Planned Changes in practice 
After reflecting on my findings and reviewing chosen 

literature, we discussed as a team how best to enhance 

literacy through changes in practice 
  

THE ACTION PLAN:  
 

 Professional Development with iPad technology 

 Develop knowledge of iPad Apps supporting Literacy 

 Work with three chosen Apps:- 

                                              Puppet-Pals, i-Movie, iPad mirroring 

     Putting knowledge into practice 

 

 

 



Implementing Change 
PUPPET-PALS 

 

 

 Sharing knowledge with children 

 Building literacy through ICT Storytelling 

 Fostering confidence to engage in ICT 

 Personalised method of storytelling 

 Creating independent storytellers 

http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=S9xlJIVBKXGDyM&tbnid=foe9YkZHOtu-eM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=https://itunes.apple.com/nz/app/puppet-pals-hd/id342076546?mt=8&ei=JTheUqrhEcPBkgWT-4FI&psig=AFQjCNGg243nIH03xAOlFIs1j-tw87AY7A&ust=1381992869378431


Implementing Change 

I-MOVIE 
 Using ICT to build connections between all learners 

 Created a visual documentation of kindergarten life 

 Involved children in sharing their learning 

 A means to tell a story through i-MOVIE 

 Engaged children in role play through ICT 
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Implementing Change 

IPAD MIRRORING 

 Linking learners with the wider kindergarten community 

 Different dimension to visual & oral literacy 

 Linking written literacy with ICT technology 

 Creating group learning experiences through ICT 

 Building literacy through the changing lens of nonsense text 



IPAD MIRRORING 

How does it look at  
Botany Downs Kindergarten? 



 Improved awareness of how 
literacy is embedded in 
technology 

 Enhanced relationships with 
both children and teachers 

 Enriched knowledge on how to 
use iPad technology as a 
learning tool for both children 
and myself 

 Greater understanding about 
research and its benefits to my 
practice 

 A developing knowledge on how 
literacy fits into all aspects of 
the ECE curriculum 

 Built a stronger recognition on 
the importance of on-going 
professional development, 
especially in the area of ICT 

 Heightened awareness of how I 
can best support children use of 
technology 

 An appreciation for what I can 
learn from children and their 
role as teachers when sharing 
their ICT skills 

IMPLICATIONS FOR PRACTICE 



Conclusion 

 My overall goal of finding out how iPad technology enhances literacy 
within early childhood has been successfully achieved through my 
methodology of an action-based research approach  

 

 Both my research findings and research literature  confirmed the iPad 
is a valuable learning tool that enhances children’s literacy learning.  

 

 This is conditional on teachers’ skills and knowledge to integrate the 
iPad into the literacy curriculum; and a willingness by teachers to 
embrace on-going professional development in the area of iPad 
technology to ensure they can deliver a technology rich literacy 
environment. 

 

 Collectively this answered my question of “How can I use the iPad to 
enhance Literacy development in children at Botany Downs 
Kindergarten?” 

 



TEACHERS FEEDBACK 
“I thought your presentation was really well done, you were confident and it visually looked good. It was really 
interesting you see how you saw literacy being used through the use of the iPad. Your research is very relevant 
for this day and age as this is a relatively new technology that all of our children have access to in our centre, 
and there is not a lot of research that has been done on iPads and childrens use of them. This research has 
been really beneficial for our team as we have been able to see how the children are using the iPad and how we 
could change or enhance the way children use the iPad to promote literacy and even different curriculum 
areas”. (Teacher CR.) 
 
“Sarah, thank you for your presentation Building literacy through iPad technology.  It was a pleasure working 
with you for this because you were so well prepared and organised.  Literacy is a bit of a passion, so I was 
interested to see if this was explicit in the use of iPads.  As you research discovered, we have focused on the 
social connections facilitated by the use of iPads in our documentation even when the activity has a high 
literacy component (eg puppet pals, news, stories). Your research has led to further discussion at our staff 
meetings; discussion that will lead us to further explore just how iPads are being used and the learning 
outcomes for children. 
Sarah, your presentation was excellent.  So well put together.  It was clear, concise and visually pleasing.  
Thank you for the bound copy of the research.” (Teacher BG.) 
 



References 
Botany Downs Kindergarten (n.d.) Literacy at Botany Downs Kindergarten. Auckland,  
       New Zealand. 
Hutchinson, A., Beschorner, B. & Schmidt-Crawford, D. (2012). Exploring the use of  
       the iPad for literacy learning. The Reading Teacher. 66(1), 15-23 
Roberts-Holmes, G. (2011). Doing your early years research project: A step-by-step guide (2nd ed.). 
       London, United Kingdom: Sage Publications Ltd.   
Oldridge, L. (2007). Debunking the myths: ICT and young children. Early Education, 42  
       (Summer), 8-11. 

Sharing implications for centre 

practice with centre colleagues 

Friday 15th November 2013 


