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Introduction 
Overall goal 

Research question 

Research setting 

iPads offer so many opportunities to 

support children’s leaning for instance 

through capturing important moments 

and then documenting these using the 

iPad (Fagan & Coutts, n.d.).  



Key literature 
ICT in Early Childhood Education 

Benefits of the iPads 

Good Practice in Early Childhood 
settings 

 
ICT can provide so many 

experiences that are 

important for a child’s 

learning and development 

(Bolstad, 2004). 



Methodology 

Action research approach 

Phase one – Choosing to change 

Phase two – Planning for change and 

implementing change 

Phase three – Evaluations  

 

 



Findings 
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2 
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The use of the iPads by the children 

Boys who used the iPad Boys who did not use the iPad

Girls who used the iPad Girls who did not use the iPad



Observations of the children 

The children using the iPads had lots of 

interactions with other children and the 

teachers 

There were also children who interacted 

with the app they were using 

The most popular app to use was the 

monkey lunch box app 

Tuakana/teina approach 

Children are confident at using the iPads 

 

 

 

 



Photos from observations 



Findings from questionnaires 

How can we use the 
iPads in a more 

meaningful way with 
the children? 

Documenting 
children's 
learning 

Researching 

Taking photos 

Making 
opportunities 
for children to 
demonstrate 

their knowledge 
of use to others 

Videoing 









Implementing the changes 

Changing the rules about the iPads 

Becoming more playful with the iPads 

Encouraging the children to use the iPads 

around the Kindergarten 

Introducing new ways to use the iPads to 

the children and the teachers 

Using ICT with children provides 

opportunities for children to 

collaborate together and support one 

another (MacNaughton & Williams, 

2009; Shifflet, Toledo & Matton, 2012). 





Showing the children how we can 

use the iPads 



Photos of how we are now using 

the iPads 

iPads are a great 

way to document 

children’s learning 

as they can be 

taken anywhere 

(Fagan & Coutts, 

n.d.) 



Recommendations 

To consider buying another iPad for the 

teachers to use  

For the teachers to keep trying and 

experimenting with new things on the 

iPads “BE PLAYFUL” 

 



Feedback from teaching staff 

 The teachers were surprised that the 

monkey lunch box game was played the 

most from my observations 

 One teacher mentioned how it was faster to 

do a learning story on the iPad than on the 

computer 

 The teachers all agreed with the 

recommendations and said they did need to 

start experimenting more with the iPads 

 They all said that the information I 

presented them was very valuable  

 



Reference List 

Bolstad, R. (2004). The role and potential of ICT in early childhood 

education: A review of New Zealand and international literature. 

Wellington, New Zealand: New Zealand Council for Educational 

Research. 

 

Cardno, C. (2003). Action research: A developmental approach. 

Wellington, New Zealand: New Zealand Council for Educational 

Research. 

  

Education Review. (2013). iPads: do they have a place in ECE? Retrieved 

from http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-

procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-

ece/#.UoPusPlmim4 

  

Fagan, T., & Coutts, T. (n.d.). To iPad or not to iPad. Christchurch, New 

Zealand: Core Education. 

  

  

http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4
http://www.educationreview.co.nz/ict-and-procurement/november-2012/ipads-do-they-have-a-place-in-ece/.UoPusPlmim4


MacNaughton, G., & Williams, G. (2009). Techniques for teaching young 

children: Choices in theory and practice (3rd ed.). Frenchs Forrest, 

NSW, Australia: Pearson Prentice Hall. 

  

Ministry of Education. (1996). Te Whāriki: He whāriki matauranga mō ngā 

mokopuna o Aotearoa: Early childhood curriculum. Wellington, New 

Zealand: Learning Media. 

  

Shifflet, R., Toledo, C., & Mattoon, C. (2012). Touch tablet surprises: A 

preschool teacher’s story, Young Children, 67(3), 36-41. 

  

  


