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Background 

 The overall goal of this research was to 
highlight the importance of the environment in 
shaping children’s identity and finding new ways 
to achieve this in my early childhood centre.  I 
formulated the following research question 
‘what are the characteristics of an environment 
that promote the identity of the child?’ to help 
achieve this goal. Particular attention was given 
to hearing the voices of children. 

Research Setting: Private Kindergarten  
Teachers: Five teachers   
Children: Thirty-nine children (2-5 years)  
Curriculum: Emergent 
Participants: Children, parents and educators.  



Methodology Identify an issue 
from your 

teachings, research 
or admin you want 

to develop, eg. 
discussion board 

Discuss possible 
ways forward 
with ‘critical 
friends’ and 
mentors. 

Try out 
the new 
ideas. 

Reflection 
on the new 
ideas with 
colleges 

Move in a new 
direction with 

colleagues 
‘On-going 
cycle of 

reflective 
practice’. 

(Robert Holms) Figure 4.4-An ongoing cycle of 
reflective action research 



Literature Findings 
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Data Collection 

Macro or Micro level ? 
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Do children prefer solitary play or 

playing with others?

Solitary Play

Parallel Play

Examining the Socio-cultural Environment 

Findings from data collection 



Examining the Educational Environment 
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Findings from data Collection 



Examining the Socio-cultural Environment  
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Findings from data collection 



The Shape of Identity Diagram 

Disposition/Temperament 

 
 

 
What the  

child is born  
with 



The Shape of Identity Diagram 

Parents/Families 

The external 
influences of 

children’s 
identities 



The Shape of Identity Diagram 
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Main Findings 

 Teachers are the catalysts for shaping children’s 
identity. They are the instigators of dialogue and 
questions with children, affirming their senses of self 
and establishing belonging.  

 It is also the teacher’s role to ensure that strong 
relationships are established between parents and 
extended family members. It is this synergy that 
creates that connectedness with children and 
acknowledges their uniqueness and personal histories.  

 The Curriculum serves as teachers aid. It provides 
opportunities for children strengths and personal 
attributes to be acknowledged/recognised and 
appreciated. To meet the holistic needs of the child it 
needs to provide them with dynamic as opposed to 
didactic learning opportunities. 



Implications for Practice 

o Engage in frequent active questioning with children. 
 
o  Question the child. 

Unpack possible origins of preference. 
Erase assumptions that theories or society may have on the 
predictive behaviour of children. 
Support the child in communicating and defining how they see 
themselves. 
Think of new ways based on the information to progress the 
social and cognitive understanding of the child. 

 
o Challenge current stereotypes and societal biases.  

 
o Carry out your own research with parents in your centre 

(questionnaires or informal interviews) to discover what they see 
as the key components that’s constitutes their child’s identity. 
 

o Remember that you are the driving force  that connects children 
to the sub territories of their identities. 

The implication for practice from this report 
for me, as an educator is that we have an 
obligation to take on the role of researcher in 
determining how children’s identity is shaped 
by them.  

As articulated by New (1999)  

“There is a need for adults to struggle aloud 
and together…knowing that their choices create 
as well as preclude opportunities for children’s 
current learning and future lives” (as cited in 

French, 2007, p. 8) . Just as children shift their 
focus, we need to be shifting ours. 
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